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Storybook beginning

Curricubum useas children's literatura
to teach life lessons

By Kewvin Willams, Camera Staff Wiriker

Etham Hasry Wad, 4, balow,
Jarwary 21, 2003 and Christisn Wond, 4, net

Oncer upan 3 lime, Bere was a curriculum gyl 2983 mack fire ncidant at

callod the "Blonbock e Chillres’s Howse Preschasl .

Creatad by a kind, early childhood spacalist namad Sue McCord in 1980, if is
nicw practiced in the kingdom of Boulder and in olher faraway states.

Thosa teachars who favor fhis tool use children's lerature a5 a focal point for
leaming. The themes, lessona and characters in & parficular story are brought
Lex lifler i Wb clissroom brough Songs, props, cooking, ar projects and
play-acting.

*# siory has such a meaningful and magical way of inviling a child ino 8
satting,” saya MeCord, 85, who lves in Boulder and used to teach at the
Chikiren's Leaming Cenler a the Universily of Colarada, 7 like hem o
marinate, just sit thera and soak up all the things in the stony that give them
chances bo explore and play.”

From an aducational perapaciive, teachers eay they like it bacause it engages
the child a5 a whole, lending bo physical, social, cognilive and emalianal
naads. And bacausa the dassoom revolves amund cne book for at least
thress weeks, children al different developmental levels can take the stony (nat
lumir cram pac.

Thal's paricularly belpful whien lssching speech-delayed children o kids whoe
speak other lbnguagss, says Mcolord, who now instructs othar educalors on
b b g e “Storybook Joumey.®

Designad fior children as ofd as & yesrs old, it's by no means the only effectiva
wiay ko teach preschoolens, MoCord emphasizes, |ust one methad sath which
she has found success.

Al Children’s House Preschool, near downtbown Boulder, The "lourmey” has
reached its intended destination.

Fouwr-yaar-pid Ethan VWeil Bas prone on a plasic mak, his tiny eyes squinting
through wire-rim glasses at the “paremedic® tanding bo his bum wounds.
Fellva classmate Chrislian Weod, 4, bends over him, a plaslic slelhoseope
around his neck and a plastic syringe in his hand.

Tha two are acting out the latest book that was read o then, A Chair For My
Mother,” by Vara B. Williams, which ie about a tsmily wiho lost sl their
possessions in a fire, In fhe slory, he mom is saving up coins from e diner
she works at to buy a new chair for fhe aparimant.

Chikiren's Housa feachars Elame and Suzanne MoCarthy, who ara sistars,
aliow the kids in the classroom to exparimeant with the ideas in the book. Ethan
and Christian hanve movved beyomd The Tire itsall 1o whisl might hasppen i 211
was called, Elaing says,

"They're (he ones who bl us whal they're gaing ko doowilh the infomalion thal
wa bring, " ahea 86y,
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In past waaks, the kids have built fira angines cut of everyday housahold
items, made evacuaton plans for thelr homes and cooked ings you might
find in & dimar, Maxd weask, tha class will move on o0 8 new book.

Children's House is ame of many local cenbers, inchiding Boulder Day Mursary,
Childran'e Leaming Center and Friends 'n Fun Childran's Center, using the
"Storybook Joumey.® I's one of te faw that incomporates it o fully, McCord
5AYE.

Iedasally, bl e will Basver sl hasnds-an eaperience with whal thiyre hiaring
in & slory,® Bhe says.

Instead of cros=ing a plank bridge ike a characiar in Billy Goats Grff, for

exampla, childran could freweres a climbing apparatus or something as simple
s a piece af pe on e foor,

Esploning diveraity & a key part of e "Joumsy® as wel, whether it be
diffarencas in the way peopla look, where they live or how thay think.

MeCord Ihrows oul e Thres Lidlk: Figs 5 a relerence, explaning how all fhe
pigs ara differant — colors, sizes, the types of howses thay live in — and how
that's CK.

Thea divarsity component is especially imporiant for Childran's House, which
i bann cabaring o preschoolers for 33 years, OF the 27 students annolled,
fva ara from Mexico, ona s from Holland, ong is from Mew Zealand and ona is
Trom Boenia.

*Bacauss if's so themalic, you can participate in any of this without having the
same Binguace,” Elaine says "You understand whal's gaing an b kind of
emvelopes us all”

True bo her words, Ihe proschookrs in her Thursday marming class seem o
undarstand the concepts associated with “A Chair For My Mother ®

Theair vices risa in ascilemant a5 thay “call® the fire department or shout out
directions on building & fire wall. Elaine and Suzanne stand nesrby, guiding
Ihe kids avar o slightly in heir words and aclions.

"The keacher is jusd erlical,” MeCord says. "Because his i nol a jourmney Bl
says, This s hoaw you pack your bags and this s whena we're going.’ This is
one where you watch and obsense the children and you move through the
jourrey willy hem, ol Tor fem®

Which ta exactly what Sharm Wed was looking for when she seanched for a
praschool for har spesch-delayed son, Ethan,

*(He's) gelfing the sense al here's advenbune in books, drama in books,
messageE in books,” Well says. “Fs Iving a story with the kids.®

Sha says the rapefiion, using the same bock for waaks, is "definilehy
complemantany ko his therapy.®

Waiching Ethan pley after he gives up his mle &3 a bum victim, it appears
that, i nothing else, he's having & good tme. He now sits at a tiny plastic eash
regisier, ringing up soma of his fellow classmates who are “buying” shoes, part
of a amaller thems associabad with the latast book.

fiz ha sile thers, his teachers bagin to hum and sing:

*I's pick up fima, if's pick up time, wa'va had a busy day, Share the work and
shiré wou care, evaryihing has 8 place. Lae your eyes and use your hands,
wi rsieed all our s "

Sormelbing amaging happens.

The kids bacome quist and sl putling evendhing away in its proper ordar,
anciher dass dranwing nesar ils end,

Harpgsly ever afler is o fairgtale in this dassroom,



